IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 



Hudak, R.T. 
09/915,494 



Conf. No.: 



6752 



Cust. No.: 



24961 



Filed: 



July 25, 2001 



For: SPECIMEN COLLECTION CONTAINER 



Art Unit: 



1641 



Examiner: 



Not yet assigned 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Because this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed prior to 
receipt of a First Office Action on the Merits for the above-captioned application, 
a fee for filing this statement should not be due. If, however, it is determined that 
a fee is due, any fees that may be due in connection with filing this paper may be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 50-1213. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. §1.56 to 
inform the Patent Office of all references known by Applicant or Applicant's 
representative that may be material to the examination of the subject application, 
Applicant's representative hereby provides this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement that is prepared in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § § 1 .97-1 .98. 
Form PTO-1449 (9 pages) and cited references are provided herewith. 

The documents listed on Form PTO-1449 and supplied herewith are in the 
English language. Hence, in accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, 



U.S.S.N. 09/915.494 
Hudak, R.T. 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 



as amended effective March 1 6, 1 992, no further explanation of the listed items 
is necessary. 

Applicant also makes known to the Examiner the following co-pending U.S. 
applications which are commonly owned and/or have one or more inventors in 
common with the instant application: 



U.S.S.N 

10/21 1,199 
29/168,326 
09/579,673 
10/336,204 
10/336,203 
09/579,672 
09/957,145 
10/278,686 



Filing Date 

08/02/02 
10/01/02 
05/26/00 
01/04/03 
01/04/03 
05/26/00 
09/17/01 
10/22/02 



Publ'n. No. 



Publ'n. Date 



2003-0027359 02/06/03 



2002- 0058031 

2003- 0129767 



05/1 6/02 
07/10/03 



Docket No. 

027 1B 

0271 BDN 

0273 

0274 

0275 

0278 

Unknown 

Unknown 



Although these documents are made known to the Patent and Trademark 
Office in compliance with Applicant's duty of disclosure, such disclosure is not to 
be construed as an admission by Applicant or Applicant's representative that any 
of the references, singly or in any combination thereof, is effective as prior art 
against the subject application. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(h), the filing 
of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to 
mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as defined 
in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b) exists. 



U.S.S.N. 09/915,494 
Hudak, R.T. 

Supplemental Information Disclosur Statement 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner review the foregoing 
references and information and that they be made of record in the file history of the 
above-captioned application. 



Dated: September 09, 2003 

Attorney Docket No. 40002-0271 
Address all correspondence to: 

Stephanie L. Seidman, Esq. 

HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & McAULIFFE LLP 

4350 La Jolla Village Drive, 7th Floor 

San Diego, California 92122-1246 

Telephone: (858) 450-8400 

Facsimile: (858) 587-5360 

E-mail: sseidman@HEWM.com 



Respectfully submitted, 

HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & McAULIFFE LLP 



By: 




Fred C. Hernandez 
Registration No. 41,832 
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9 
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06/02/87 


Ball et al 


D24 


9 


06/11/84 




B 


D 


2 


9 


9 


7 


4 


4 


02/07/89 


Bauer 


D24 


17 


01/09/86 




C 


D 


3 


4 


1 


6 


6 


3 


11/23/93 


Coulter 


D24 


225 


03/06/92 




D 


D 


3 


6 


1 


8 


4 


2 


08/29/95 


Nazareth et al 


D24 


225 


05/23/94 




E 


D 


3 


6 


6 


9 


3 


8 


02/06/96 


Shartle et al 


D24 


224 


09/02/94 




F 


D 


3 


6 


9 


8 


6 


8 


05/14/96 


Nazareth et al 


D24 


225 


01/31/95 




G 


D 


3 


8 


4 


9 


7 


1 


10/14/97 


Kawan 


D19 


9 


08/28/96 




H 


D 


3 


8 


8 


1 


6 


7 


12/23/97 


Caradonna et al. 


D24 


107 


03/26/96 




I 


D 


o 


y 


r\ 
U 


D 


e 
D 


7 


02/10/98 


Nazareth 


D24 


223 


04/08/97 




J 


D 


3 


9 


5 


7 


0 


8 


06/30/98 


Shartle et al 


D24 


224 


04/04/96 




K 


D 


4 


0 


4 


8 


1 


2 


01/26/99 


Cipkowski 


D24 


107 


02/07/97 




L 


D 


4 


2 


0 


1 


4 


1 


02/01/00 


Casterlin 


D24 


223 


12/15/98 




M 


D 


4 


3 


0 


3 


0 


3 


08/29/00 


Cipkowski 


D24 


225 


11/01/99 




N 


D 


4 


6 


4 


1 


4 


1 


10/08/02 


McMenamy et al 


D24 


216 


10/17/00 




O 


D 


4 


6 


8 


4 


3 


7 


01/07/03 


McMenamy et al 


D24 


216 


11/21/00 




P 


R 


E 


3 


4 


3 


9 


4 


09/28/93 


Bunting 


436 


500 


12/18/90 




Q 


0 


0 


0 


4 


3 


9 


6 


01/02/03 


Vanden Hock et 
al 


600 


37 


08/23/02 




R 


0 


0 


2 


2 


3 


9 


2 


01/30/03 


Hudak 


436 


518 


07/25/01 




S 


0 


0 


2 


7 


3 


5 


9 


02/06/03 


Hudak et al 


436 


518 


08/02/02 




T 


0 


0 


5 


8 


0 


3 


1 


05/16/02 


Tung et al 


424 


140.1 


09/17/01 




U 


0 


1 


7 


3 


0 


4 


7 


11/21/02 


Hudak et al 


436 


178 


05/18/01 
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V 


0 


1 


2 


9 


7 


6 


7 


07/10/03 


Bautista et al. 


436 


178 


1 0/22/02 




W 


3 


7 


2 


3 


0 


6 


4 


03/27/73 


Liotta 


23 


230 


07/26/71 




X 


3 


9 


5 


1 


7 


4 


8 


04/20/76 


Devlin 


195 


103.5 


11/11/74 




Y 


3 


9 


9 


0 


8 


5 


0 


1 1/09/76 


Friedman et al. 


435 


287.9 


01/06/76 




Z 


4 


0 


8 


7 


3 


2 


6 


05/02/78 


Kereluk 


195 


103.5 


05/03/76 




AA 


4 


0 


8 


7 


3 


3 


2 


05/02/78 


Hansen 


195 


127 


07/22/77 




AB 


4 


1 


3 


3 


6 


3 


9 


01/09/79 


Harte 


23 


230 


03/04/76 




AC 


4 


2 


0 


5 


0 


4 


3 


05/27/80 


Esch et al. 


422 


56 


05/04/78 




AD 


4 


2 


3 


7 


2 


3 


4 


1 2/02/80 


Meunier 










AE 


4 


2 


4 


4 


9 


1 


6 


01/13/81 


Guigan 


422 


72 


02/05/79 




AF 


4 


2 


7 


0 


9 


2 


1 


06/02/81 


Graas 


23 


230 


Aft /o >| /-JO. 

09/24/79 




AG 


4 


2 


9 


8 


3 


4 


5 


11/03/81 


Sodickson et al. 


23 


230 


03/30/79 




AH 


4 


3 


0 


1 


1 


3 


9 


11/17/81 


Feingers et at. 


424 


1 


06/21/79 




Al 


4 


3 


1 


3 


7 


3 


4 


02/02/82 


Leuvering 


23 


230 


07/13/79 




AJ 


4 


3 


2 


3 


5 


3 


6 


04/06/82 


Columbus 


422 


56 


02/06/80 




AK 


4 


3 


3 


8 


0 


9 


4 


07/06/82 


Elahi 


23 


230 


04/07/80 




AL 


4 


3 


6 


1 


5 


3 


7 


11/30/82 


Deutsch et al. 


422 


56 


08/1 1/80 




AM 


4 


3 


6 


6 


2 


4 


1 


10/18/88 


Tom et al. 


435 


7 


08/07/80 




AN 


4 


3 


7 


6 


1 


1 


0 


03/08/83 


David et al. 


436 


54 


08/04/80 




AO 


4 


3 


9 


1 


9 


0 


4 


07/05/83 


Litman et al. 


435 


7 


04/17/81 




AP 


4 


4 


2 


5 


4 


3 


8 


01/10/84 


Bauman et al. 


436 


527 


03/13/81 




AQ 


4 


4 


2 


6 


4 


5 


1 


01/17/84 


Columbus 


436 


518 


01/28/81 
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AR 


4 
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3 
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0 
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03/06/84 


Zuk et ah 


435 


7 


07/15/82 




AS 


4 


4 


4 


6 


2 


3 


2 


05/01/84 


Liotta 


435 


7 


10/13/81 




AT 


4 


4 


7 


4 


8 


9 


2 


10/02/84 


Murad et ah 


436 


54 


02/1 6/83 




AU 


4 


4 


8 


5 


9 


o 
o 


O 

o 


1 2/04/84 


Williams 


221 


154 


03/21/83 




AV 


4 


4 


9 


3 


4 


o 

o 


o 
z 


01/15/85 


Smith 


222 


270 


1 2/07/83 




AW 


4 


5 


1 


7 


2 


o 
o 


o 
o 


05/14/85 


Giegel et ah 


435 


7 


01/23/81 




AX 


4 


5 


3 


5 


0 


5 


/ 


08/13/85 


Dreesman et ah 


435 


5 


07/26/82 




AY 


4 


6 


5 


9 


D 


—j 
/ 


Q 

o 


04/21/87 


Forrest et ah 


436 


512 


09/26/83 




AZ 


4 


6 


6 


6 


8 


6 


3 


05/19/87 


Edwards et ah 


436 


514 


02/22/84 




BA 


4 


6 


7 


3 


6 


5 


7 


06/16/87 


Christian 


436 


501 


06/01/84 




BB 


4 


6 


7 


8 


7 


5 


7 


07/07/87 


Rapkin et ah 


436 


169 


04/1 1/85 




BC 


4 


6 


9 


6 


7 


9 


7 


09/29/87 


Kelton, A. 


422 


101 


04/15/85 




BD 


4 


7 


0 


3 


0 


1 


7 


12/04/01 


Campbell et ah 


436 


532 


02/14/84 




BE 


4 


7 


2 


5 


4 


0 


6 


02/16/88 


Compton et ah 


422 


58 


10/21/85 




BF 


4 


7 


4 


0 


4 


6 


8 


04/26/88 


Weng et ah 


435 


7 


02/14/85 




BG 


4 


7 


5 


2 


4 


4 


8 


06/21/88 


Wells et ah 


422 


56 


12/17/86 




BH 


4 


8 


0 


6 


3 


1 


1 


02/21/89 


Greenquist 


422 


56 


08/28/85 




Bl 


4 


8 


0 


6 


4 


8 


7 


02/21/89 


Akers et ah 


436 


93 


05/29/87 




BJ 


4 


8 


3 


7 


1 


6 


8 


06/06/89 


de Jaeger et ah 


436 


533 


12/15/86 




BK 


4 


8 


5 


3 


3 


3 


5 


08/01/89 


Olsen et ah 


436 


527 


09/28/87 




BL 


4 


8 


5 


5 


2 


4 


0 


08/08/89 


Rosenstein et ah 


436 


514 


05/13/87 




BM 


4 


8 


5 


7 


4 


5 


3 


08/15/89 


Ullman et ah 


435 


7 


04/07/87 
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BN 


4 


9 


0 


0 


6 


6 


3 


02/13/90 


Wie et af. 


435 


7 


09/13/85 




BO 


4 


9 


2 


3 


6 


8 


0 


05/08/90 


Nelson 


422 


58 


09/18/87 




BP 


4 


9 


3 


8 


9 


2 


7 


07/03/90 


Kelton et af. 


422 


64 


05/22/89 




BQ 


4 


9 


4 


3 


5 


2 


2 


07/24/90 


Eisinger et aL 


435 


7 


08/10/88 




BR 


4 


9 


5 


2 


5 


1 


7 


08/28/90 


Bahar 


436 


518 


02/08/88 




BS 


4 


9 


5 


4 


4 


5 


2 


09/04/90 


Yost et al. 


436 


524 


07/09/87 




BT 


4 


9 


5 


9 


3 


2 


4 


09/25/90 


Ram el et al. 


436 


169 


05/18/89 




BU 


4 


9 


6 


0 


6 


9 


1 


1 0/02/90 


Gordon et al. 


435 


6 


09/29/86 




BV 


4 


g 


7 


3 


5 


4 


9 


1 1/27/90 


Khanna et al. 


435 


1 1 


06/22/87 




BW 


4 


9 


8 


1 


7 


8 


6 


01/01/91 


Dafforn et al 


435 


7 


09/04/87 




BX 


4 


9 


8 


7 


0 


8 


5 


01/22/91 


Allen et al. 


436 


1 69 


03/i b/yy 




BY 


5 


0 


0 


6 


4 


7 


4 


04/09/91 


Horstman et al. 


436 


524 


12/16/87 




BZ 


5 


0 


2 


8 


5 


3 


5 


07/02/91 


Buechler et al. 


435 


7.1 


01/10/89 




CA 


5 


0 


7 


3 


4 


8 


4 


12/17/91 


Swanson et af. 


435 


7.92 


02/23/83 




CB 


5 


0 


7 


5 


0 


7 


8 


12/24/91 


Osikowicz et al. 


422 


56 


10/05/89 




CC 


5 


0 


7 


9 


1 


4 


2 


01/07/92 


Coleman et af. 


435 


7.92 


01/23/87 




CD 


5 


0 


8 


2 


6 


2 


6 


01/21/92 


Grage, Jr. 


422 


56 


08/08/88 




CE 


5 


0 


8 


5 


9 


8 


8 


02/04/92 


Olson 


435 


7.91 


07/05/90 




CF 


5 


0 


8 


9 


3 


9 


1 


02/18/92 


Buechler et af. 


435 


7.1 


01/10/90 




CG 


5 


0 


9 


6 


8 


3 


7 


03/1 7/92 


Fan et af. 


436 


514 


02/08/90 




CH 


5 


1 


1 


6 


5 


7 


6 


05/26/92 


Stanley 


422 


55 


08/02/90 




CI 


5 


1 


1 


8 


6 


0 


7 


06/02/92 


Bignami et af. 


435 


7.1 


10/31/90 
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CJ 


5 


1 


1 


9 


8 


3 


0 


06/09/92 


Davis 


600 


584 


04/03/91 




CK 


5 


1 


2 


0 


6 


4 


3 


06/09/92 


Ching et at. 


435 


7.92 


07/13/87 




CL 


5 


1 


4 


1 


8 


5 


0 


08/25/92 


Cole et al. 


436 


525 


02/07/90 




CM 


5 


1 


4 


1 


8 


7 


5 


08/25/92 


Kelton et a/. 


436 


514 


11/16/90 




CN 


5 


1 


5 


6 


9 


5 


2 


10/20/92 


Litman et a/. 


435 


7.91 


05/11/90 




CO 


5 


1 


8 


5 


1 


2 


7 


02/09/93 


Vonk 


422 


56 


03/24/92 




CP 


5 


1 


8 


6 


8 


9 


7 


02/16/93 


Eason et al. 


422 


100 


1 2/04/90 




CQ 


5 


2 


0 


2 


2 


6 


8 


04/13/93 


Kuhn et a/. 


436 


525 


1 2/30/88 




CR 


5 


2 


3 


2 


8 


3 


5 


08/03/93 


Litman et al. 


435 


7.93 


07/08/91 




CS 


5 


2 


3 


8 


6 


5 


2 


08/24/93 


Sun et al. 


422 


61 


06/20/90 




CT 


5 


2 


5 


2 


4 


9 


6 


10/1 2/93 


Kang et al. 




con 


19/1 R/RQ 
I Z/ I O/OJ 




CU 


5 


2 


6 


0 


1 


9 


3 


1 1 /09/93 


Olson 


435 


7.91 


11/05/91 




CV 


5 


2 


6 


6 


4 


9 


7 


1 1 /30/93 


Imai et al. 


436 


514 


08/30/91 




cw 


5 


2 


7 


0 


1 


6 


6 


12/14/93 


Parsons et at. 


435 


7.4 


03/30/92 




cx 


5 


2 


7 


5 


7 


8 


5 


01/04/94 


May et al. 


422 


56 


06/25/92 




CY 


5 


2 


9 


6 


3 


4 
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03/22/94 


LaMotte, III 


435 
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02/04/93 




CZ 


5 


3 


0 


8 


7 


7 
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05/03/94 


Donovan et al. 


436 


518 


09/15/92 




DA 


5 


3 


5 


4 


6 


9 


2 


10/11/94 


Yang et at. 


436 


514 


09/08/92 




DB 


5 


3 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2 


10/18/94 


Moorman et al. 


435 


7.9 


09/03/92 




DC 


5 


3 


9 


5 


7 


5 


4 


03/07/95 


Lambotte et al. 


435 


607.4 


07/31/92 




DD 


5 


3 


9 


9 


4 


8 


6 


03/21/95 


Cathey et al. 


435 


7.9 


02/18/93 




DE 


5 


4 


1 


5 


9 


9 


4 


05/16/95 


Imrich et ah 
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5 


08/02/93 



EXAMINER I DATE CONSIDERED 

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Title: SPECIMEN COLLECTION CONTAINER __ 



Sheet 6 of 9 



FORM PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
40002-0271 


SERIAL NO. 
09/915,494 


CONFIRM NO. 
6752 


LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 
APPLICANT'S INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


APPLICANT 
Hudak, R. 


CUSTOMER NO. 
24961 


FILING DATE 
July 25, 2001 


GROUP 
1641 





* If an asterisk is placed beside the reference number, a copy is NOT provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to 
PTO in a prior application that is identified in the statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 



+ Derwent English language abstract and/or English translation provided. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


*Ref. 
Code 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




DF 


5 


4 


1 


6 


0 


0 


0 


05/16/95 


Allen et al. 
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Dl 
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4 
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1 


5 


0 
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DJ 


5 


4 


8 


9 
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1 
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5 
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5 
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0 
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0 


4 
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02/11/97 


May et al. 


436 
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05/12/94 
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5 


6 


2 


2 


8 
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04/22/97 
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436 
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6 


4 


1 


6 


3 
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Hudak et al. 
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7.24 


04/05/93 




DR 


5 


6 


5 


4 


1 


6 
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08/05/97 
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7.92 
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5 


6 


5 


6 
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7 
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510 


06/07/95 
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8 


0 
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7 


5 
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8 
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3 


6 


9 
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14 


12/31/96 



EXAMINER | DATE CONSIDERED 

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Title: SPECIMEN COLLECTION CONTAINER 



Sheet 7 of 9 



FORM PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
40002-0271 


SERIAL NO. 
09/915,494 


CONFIRM NO. 
6752 


LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 
APPLICANT'S INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


APPLICANT 
Hudak, R. 


CUSTOMER NO. 
24961 


FILING DATE 
July 25, 2001 


GROUP 
1641 



* If an asterisk is placed beside the reference number, a copy is NOT provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to the 
PTO in a prior application that is identified in the statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

+ Derwent English language abstract and/or English translation provided. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


*Ref. 

uOUc 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




PR 


5 


8 


4 


6 


8 


3 


5 


1 2/08/98 


Sisbarro et al. 
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ELK*, 


5 


8 


6 


9 


0 


0 


6 


02/09/99 


Fanning et al. 


422 


67 


01/13/98 




tu 


5 


8 


7 


4 


2 


1 


6 


02/23/99 


Mapes 


435 


6 


02/23/96 




PP 


5 


8 


7 


7 


0 


2 


8 


03/02/99 


Chandler et al. 


436 


514 


03/31/93 




PF 


5 


9 


0 


4 


8 


9 


8 


05/18/99 


Markart 


422 


61 


03/17/98 




Pfi 


5 


9 


1 


6 


8 


1 


5 


06/29/99 


Lappe 


422 


56 


02/14/97 




pu 
en 


5 


9 


2 


2 


5 


3 


3 


07/13/99 


Vallari et al. 


435 


5 


08/15/97 
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9 


2 


2 


6 


1 
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07/13/99 
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436 
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2 


9 


4 


2 
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235 


462.13 
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EK 


5 


9 


3 


2 


4 


3 


0 


08/03/99 


Larka et al. 


435 


7.32 


03/ 1 0/98 




EL 


5 


9 


3 


9 


2 


5 


2 


08/1 7/99 


Lennon et al. 


435 
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05/09/97 




EM 


5 


9 


3 


9 


2 


7 


2 


08/1 7/99 


Buechler et al. 


435 


7.1 


06/11/97 




EN 


5 


9 


3 


9 


3 


3 
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08/17/99 


Burd et al. 


436 


518 


05/21/93 
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5 
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1 


4 
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4 
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5 
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Vetter et al. 


436 


170 


07/21/97 
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0 
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0 


5 
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Thieme, T. 
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05/28/97 
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0 
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6 
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523 
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2 


4 


8 


5 


9 
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06/19/01 


Bogema 
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3 


7 


2 


5 


1 
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Casterlin et at. 
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FA 


6 


3 


7 


5 


8 


9 


7 
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Bachand 


422 


58 
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FB 


6 


3 


7 


9 


6 


2 
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Tydings et at. 


422 


58 
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6 
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6 


9 


2 
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Casterlin et at. 


436 


518 
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0 


8 


05/20/03 


Hudak et at. 


422 


58 


05/18/01 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


*Ref. 
Code 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


Translation 
Yes No 




FE 


0 


0 


9 


5 


3 


9 


6 


1 1/28/02 


PCT 












FF 


0 


1 


8 
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7 


06/08/87 


EP A2 & B1 












FH 


0 


2 


8 
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